
• By Sarah Bond 

AN ANNUAL event to educate hundreds 
of west Kent primary school children 
about keeping themselves safe in the big 
step up to secondary school is running 
at Salomons Estate this week and next, 
the biggest such event in Kent.

It has become all the more important 
for both pupils and schools since the 
county’s 12 specialist schools police 
officers were scrapped in December 
as part of £50million police budget 
cuts, with another £20million of cuts 
to come.

They have been replaced by three 
PCSOs engaged specifically to work on 
e-safety in primary schools. Secondary 

schools are not covered and neither are 
other issues and crimes.

Kent Police formalised the roles 
of officers in schools in 1996 with 
specialist training.

The officers provided an 
opportunity for early intervention 
with children on issues such as drugs, 
knives, online safety, guns and the 
consequences of crime, and were seen 
as vital by many experts. 

Safety in Action organiser Martin 
Carter, an e-safety education adviser 
and former Kent Police youth crime 
reduction team co-ordinator, called the 
police cuts a ‘travesty’ last year, as he 
believed the officers had helped avert 
many incidents and played a major role 
in keeping children on the right path.

He said: “Some of the schools officers 
became despondent after the liaison 
roles were dropped and some resigned 
to work with schools in a private 
capacity – a move very much welcomed 
by those schools because they too felt 
the officers were a huge loss.

“We provided an educational 
preventative role. Teachers don’t 
know legislation and children can be 
deemed criminals from the age of ten, 
but they don’t know what it means. 
So the schools officers added a lot of 
value to the education system, and 
because we had built a rapport, we 
were never outsiders.”

Mr Carter, who received a chief 
constable’s commendation when 
he retired for his work with schools 
and young people, now works for 
educational service providers Salus, 
which is running the Salomons event 
for the first time.

He said: “Since the school roles 
were cut, these Safety in Action 
events have become even more useful 
for being able to talk to children 
about problems and dangers they 
may face in adolescence.

“Unfortunately, the dangers are 
more widespread now than they 
were when those officers were first 
introduced.

“The world has changed. It used to 
be that children needed to be aware 
of things outside the home, such as 
road safety and stranger danger, with 
the assumption that they were safe 
once they got home. 

“But the increase in the use of 

the internet now means they face 
invasions of privacy or safety within 
the home, too, so e-safety remains a 
major message. 

“Safety in Action enables the 
PCSOs to deliver this message to a 
large number of primary-age pupils 
prior to their transition to secondary 
schools. I am really grateful for the 
continued support Kent Police give to 
Safety in Action.”

The two-week event, supported 
by organisations including Kent Fire 
and Rescue and UK Power Networks, 
is being held at Salomons Estate, 
Southborough, for the third year 
running, until Friday. It attracted 
1,500 year six pupils from 56 schools 
in the west Kent area.

The west Kent event is the largest 
in the county, and now massively 
oversubscribed, with some schools 
attending for the first time.

“The schools and pupils love it,” 
said Mr Carter. “The take-up was 
over 50 per cent of the 121 schools 
in the west Kent area invited and all 
the places are full. It’s heartening to 
think that so many schools want to 
take part. It’s amazing what actually 
happens and the feedback we get.”

The children take part in a variety 
of workshops on the major issues 
they may face at secondary school. 
These include online safety, stranger 
danger, bullying, drugs and alcohol, 
as well as fire, water, rail and road 
safety and emergency life support. 
Prizes are awarded to the top schools.

“The pupils are put into groups 
on arrival,” said Mr Carter. “They 
are then sent to each of the nine 
scenarios, led by various different 
agencies. 

“They include road safety by Kent 
County Council, and emergency life 
support by Heartstart, with hands-on 
learning about resuscitation.”

During his time with the force, Mr 
Carter was the officer who got Kent Police 
involved in online safety for children.

He said: “In 2005, I was 
approached by Microsoft to get police 
officers in the team to support an 
e-safety roadshow delivered to five 
schools in Kent. Little did I know it 
was the road test of the ThinkUKnow 
product by CEOP. So I was there right 
at the beginning.”

Axing school police means safety is now 
a major priority for our year six children
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